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3rd Grade Discovery Southeast Fall Curriculum

Introduction to the Flora of Southeast Alaska
Goals:

· Students will become familiar with sorting, organizing and classifying local forest and muskeg plants

· Students will be prepared for their nature studies experiences and will know how to dress, what to bring and what to expect.
Structure: The four-hour session with third graders is usually broken into one 45-minute in-classroom pre-lesson, one 2.5 hour hike in the school’s backyard, and one 45-minute wrap-up session back in the classroom. The three sessions can be separate or combined and adjusted to meet teachers’ needs.   
*Procedure: During the two in-classroom pre-lessons, naturalists will introduce themselves and ask the students what they think a naturalist is. Discovery Southeast naturalists practice “inquiry learning,” wherein the students are encouraged to think out loud and give their own observations as they are guided along to the right answer. Once students realize a naturalist is simply a person who studies nature, they are invited to become naturalists themselves. The naturalist explains that the class will use hands-on observations and science to gain an understanding of our dynamic outdoor classroom.
Classification is a valuable tool that naturalists and scientists use to help understand nature. Naturalists will use classroom items to introduce the process of sorting, listing, and classification. They may create a dichotomous key on the board. 

In groups, students will be given tree and shrub samples to do the same. Invariably, they divide the samples into evergreen and deciduous piles. With some help they then sort them further into trees and shrubs and create their own dichotomous key with the trees and shrubs of Southeast Alaska. The students will be instructed that on the hike they will be using their dichotomous keys for a tree and shrub scavenger hunt.  

Naturalist will then ask students about the hiking trip and what to expect. Students will discuss examples of safe choices, weather-appropriate attire and where to get it, and the items they should bring along with them on the hike (e.g. snack, water bottle). 
*Though all third grade fall programs follow this general content pattern, exact activities and method of content delivery may vary:  Discovery Southeast naturalists work to tailor each experience to the individual classroom. Naturalists may choose to incorporate additional learning skills and/or alternative activities relevant to a particular classroom based on teacher requests.
**Science Curriculum Connections:

Life:  Energy Flow: Plants to Animals

SC3.1 identifying and sorting examples of living and non-living things in the local environment

SC1.1 sort Alaskan plants and/or animals using physical characteristics (e.g. leaves, beaks)
**These are the minimum curriculum connections students will experience. Naturalists may incorporate additional curriculum connections based on teacher requests. 
