which haz dorminated Richard's attention ever singe.

Using tips from local people and clues gleamed from aeriat
photos, Richard fdentifies intriguing stands and then paddles ar
ckiffz around to have a closer look. The imifial question of
"Where are the hig trees?” naturally led to the questions, “Why
are they where they are?” and “What = their ecological
elenihcance? With the help of John Casuette; a Forest Sevvice
statistician, Richard has devised a method of quantifang stands
to compare one to the next. Combining the traditiensl skills of
the held naturalist with the effcency of computer medeting,
Richard has prodoced 3:D images of forest structure for sevanty
gited- acrosy the Tongass: Thesd maped are pushing the Forest
Service toward a miore refined and informed management of the
Tongass, vividly portraying ecological nuances obscured by
rédisctive government-gentrated maps. For example, a smaifl
dense stand of trees has the eame valume of tinsher a5 3 stand af
huge, widely spaced trees. Forést Serice maps portraying timber
wolurne fail to convey this critical scolopical difference.

Richard has spent weeks in forests near towns throughom
the region, locating pocketz of surviving large spruces. For each
town Richard has produced a handbook that leads readers on a
selfrulded, meeby-tree tour, telling the story of the forest.

Irn 2 community fandnnark forest near Sitka, Richard explaing
to & group-of locals that it takes more than time to grow big trees;
Mozt big trees, lie the ones fowering over the group, prow on
alluvial fans—coarse deposits left by moving water. The well-
driined fans promote the deep roots needed to support huge
trees. Ower the centuries, theése forests develop an ecological
commplexity not found in younger. denser, light-deprived stansds.
The older alluvial stands are characterized by gaps in the candpy
that allow light to reach an understory of devil's clab, salmion
berry, and stink currant, Richard refers to these standz as “bear
forests’ since most are along stremns and provide secluded
fishing graunds for brown bears. His work calls atiention towhat
we have lost—most alluvial stands, which hold the highést eco-
nomic value o the tirmber: imdustoy, are aiready  gone—and
inpspires protection of whal remains.

Richard's artistic and observational gifts create o rare and need-
ed view of the world, and his teaching skille are enhanced by his
apolitical and nenjudgmental nature, He respects anyone who has
authentic expedence of the [orest: lopper, trapper, scientist, dnd
nat alist alike, This tespect is returmed. Luved by his passion, péo-
ple are_dravm fo gee past ngid ideals and glimpse the beautiful
complexity that enthralls Richanl. He 45 quiet in this role, prefer-
rinig forest shade to public spathight. And it i3 the trees and the crit
ters who walk beneath them that benshit from his steady work.
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