sderit—a woman who had been tha miost critieal voice shodit the
rew parc—approached her on the street 2 week after the big ceie-
bration. and said o her, *Mapora, [ was there. | just wanted to let
vor kndew), you did it" Carter regponded, T didn’t do it W did it."

RENEE LERTEMAN {54 writer and nonprofit consulfant livingin New
York. Hor weitng has ;pplm:r-!!ﬂ b Thie Sum, Orion Afield, Tera Nov,
Sloost WY, amd - Spenk Magezieg

Richard Carstensen

A naturalist sets his vights on the tallest trees
in the Tongass

HANK LENTFER

ICHARD CARSTENSEN ONMCE TOLD ME he was the lazi-

cst person he knew. An odd stilement from -a guy who,

in an average year, produces around fifty specracular
maps, writes volumes of field notes, publishes several essays,
and becomics so absorbed 0 his artwerk that he'll drawr untal his
hamd seizes up, Sewveral wirds come 1o mind 6 describe
Richard—curious. passionate. dedicated, maverick, gentls,
clever—bait lazy is not ong of them. | think Richard was relerring
not o slothful tendencies but mther his habit of doing only the
things he wants todo, What Richard calls lazy Joseph Campbedl
wolld call fallowing your hliss.

Pursuit of biiss has kept Richard from ever having an actual joh.
Likewiss, he slipped from the grasp - of conventional
schooling, “I don't have time for school.” Richard teld
e, "theresis oo much 1o leam.” His sulgect i any
thing to do with the natural world, specfically the rain-
forest of southeast Alaska. Bach thing he leams roveals
the next question, and his path hag led to a breadth of
imowdedpe few people achieve in a lifetime.

Richard doesn’t work to save something or elect
somebody. He 5 more of 3 -storvtelbern wsing words,
drawings, and maps 1o Teminate 2 beauty our digizal
world too often fails o see. His work encourages those
catghit in the divigive pace of politics to feel the thythm
of migrations and confemplale the compieaties of
forests, While many of us dutifully call our congress.
mpen and writéletters 1o land manzgement” agoncies,
Richard is quietly spreading roots of appreciation and
prderstanding for the natural world, The srowth from
such roats will b matiring lang after Richard has Bid
down his hand leng and pen,
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Richard studied the natural wixehd For Aty s from i iy
cabin a thirty-mile drive and rwo-mile walk north of funeay. He
never intended to hecome a teacher but students found him any.
wilt: Boy Scout troops and scheol kds nde the trek sl to the
cahin where he led bird walks and taught the fundamentals of
mapmaking. Adultz showed up to dine on wild edilles and sneak
an mbtimate peek at the world theough Richard's eyves, Intripued
by the taste of teaching, be ventured mio the publid schools
where he enchanted students and inspired teachers, Richard's
efforts in the dassroom catalyzed the creation of the nonprofit
group Discovery Southeast, which has grown to support nine
matuealists working in Jurean's public schools and threa othes
communities. Richard remains the backbone of the group,
coaching new namralists and writing the newsletter.

Richard moves through the human world like a coyote nego-
tiating the edpes of urban sprawl, selectively gleaning the beat
that city life has to offer He seeks out & variety of specialisty 1o
feed his curiosity, and is as likely to be found chatting with o
forestry statistician or university taxonomists as with other long-
haired saniralisis, Wildlite hiclogists, ecologists, ornithologists,
and hydrologists Tespect his breadth of imowledge and now seek
him out to help ponder puzzies of the natural world. In 192 he
teatned up with an intertidal ecologist and o isheres biologist to
write The Nature of Southeast Alaska, This bool remaing the best
generd reference for the region.

In 1pgb, conservationist Sam Skagps invited Richard on &
satling trip o begin mapping the remaining uniogsed stands of
glant Sitka spruce in the seventeep-million-acre Tongass
National Forest. That trip launched the Landmark Tree Project.
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